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US GHARES FIVE WTH RCBBERY AND WEAPONS CHARGES
N 2002 ARMED HOME | NVASI ON I N Pl ERMONT,  NEW YORK

JAMES B. COVEY, the United States Attorney for the
Southern District of New York, announced the filing of a three-
count Indictnent in Wite Plains federal court on Cctober 21,
2003, chargi ng RAYMOND ACCOLLA, PRESTON YOUNG, DANI EL FELI Cl ANO
and DANIEL SOTO with federal robbery and weapons charges in
connection with their alleged participation in an armed invasion
of the honme of Joseph Raso in Piernont, Rockland County, New
York, on June 5, 2002.

In a related case, M CHAEL W LLI AMSON entered a plea of
guilty to federal robbery and weapons charges in connection with
his role in the June 5, 2002, invasion of the Raso hone.

According to Conplaints filed in the case, on the
norni ng of June 5, 2002, defendants FELICI ANO and SOTO entered
the private home of Raso in Piernont, where they used and
brandi shed a | oaded gun to conduct an arned robbery of the
prem ses.

According to the Conplaints, FELICI ANO and SOTO tied up

and restrained the inhabitants of the hone, including Raso and



two of Raso’s house guests, wth duct tape and neckti es.
According to the Conplaints, FELICI ANO and SOTO told Raso that he
owed a debt, and one of the nmen nmade a threatening cooment about
one of Raso’s children.

As a result of threatened physical violence, Raso
identified a particular itemin his hone that contained jewelry
and a substantial anmount of cash, which cash Raso had acquired
through his interstate beer distribution conpany, Raso Beer
Distributing, Inc. According to the Conplaints, FELIC ANO and
SOTO | eft the Raso prem ses with approximately $100, 000 i n cash
and jewelry.

According to the Conplaints, the arned hone invasion
was orchestrated and planned by ACCOLLA, YOUNG and W LLI AMSON
who waited outside the Raso premises in a car while the robbery
t ook place, and who communi cated wi th FELI Cl ANO and SOTO by way
of cellular tel ephones during the robbery. According to the
Compl ai nts, ACCOLLA, YOUNG W LLIAMSQON, FELICI ANO and SOTO
di vi ded the proceeds of the arned hone invasion shortly after
FELI Cl ANO and SOTO | eft the Raso prem ses.

On Cctober 22, 2002, WLLIAMSON, 30, of New York, New
York, entered a plea of guilty in Wite Plains federal court
before United States Magi strate Judge MARK D. FOX to robbery and
weapons charges in connection with his role in the armed hone
i nvasi on of the Raso prem ses.

ACCOLLA, 49, of Suffern, New York, YOUNG 64, of

Pal i sades Park, New Jersey, FELICI ANO, 27, of Bronx, New York and



SOrQo, 21, of Bronx, New York, were arrested previously and are
bei ng detained pending trial.

The four defendants are scheduled to be arrai gned before
United States Magistrate Judge MARK D. FOX in Wite Pl ains
federal court on Wdnesday, Cctober 29, 2003, at 9 A M

| f convicted on these charges, ACCOLLA, YOUNG FELI Cl ANO
and SOTO face a maxi mumterm of inprisonnment of 27 years and a
mexi mum fi ne of $250, 000.

M. COMEY praised the efforts of the Federal Bureau of
| nvestigation, the Piernont, New York, Police Departnent, and the
Cl arkstown, New York, Police Department for their assistance in
the investigation of this case.

Assi stant United States Attorney JONATHAN LEIKEN is in
charge of the prosecution.

The charges contained in the Indictnment are nerely
accusations, and the defendants are presunmed i nnocent unless and
until proven guilty.
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